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Prior to export, some form of inspection and/or laboratory testing will be conducted on the export consignments and/or the processing lines. The purpose of the inspection and laboratory testing are to ensure that the food to be exported are safe, wholesome and accurately described, thereby protecting Singapore’s trading reputation. The inspection process is also to ensure that the importing countries’ requirement is being met. Establishment exporting products are required to meet the regulatory requirements related not only to the final products, but also requirements pertaining to their facilities and sanitation conditions.  
Application Procedure
1.
Application shall fill in Health Certificate Application Form - giving details of the product, production details, and export quantity - and submit the Application Form to the VPHL.  Fax-in is acceptable.

2.
AVA’s inspection services officers will make an appointment with the processing establishment for on-site inspection and sample collection.

3.
Samples collected will be tested at the AVA’s Food Testing Laboratory, the Veterinary Public Health Laboratory (VPHL).
4.
The turn-around time for testing and certificate issuance is as specified in our Service Standards,and is dependent on product type e.g canned foods take a longer turn-around time.

Export Health Certificates / Veterinary Certificates
5.
The establishment will be informed of the outcome of the laboratory tests once results are completed.  
6.
Health certificates will only be issued when results of inspection and / or laboratory testing are satisfactory. If a consignment fails to meet requirements, a Laboratory Report (Certificate of Analysis) will be issued instead of Export Health Certificate.

7.
The establishment shall furnish AVA with the necessary shipping details for the preparation of export health certificates.

8.
Export Health Certificates shall be collected from the Counter at the VPHL.  The applicant may also request for the documents to be posted directly to them.


Fees Chargeable
9.
Fees are chargeable for inspection, laboratory testing and certification services: 

· Tests
Chargeable per test, at prevailing testing fee rate

· Technical service
S$38 per hr or part thereof

· Professional service
S$80.00 per hr or part thereof

· Documentation
S$20.00 per document

· Certified True Copies
S$8.50 per copy
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