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FCD 019.16.1

26 October 2006



                

CIRCULAR
All Abalone/ Shellfish Importers/Declaring Agents
Dear Sirs

LABELLING OF ABALONE/SHELLFISH PRODUCTS


It has been brought to our attention that some importers or traders are importing and selling prepacked (including canned) abalone/shellfish products that do not comply with the labelling requirements, in that the naming of the product does not reflect the true nature of its contents.    This is an infringement of the Sale of Food Act and the Food Regulation 5. 

2
Please be reminded that any person who is guilty of an offence under this Act or its Regulations shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000 and, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to both.
3
In view of this, you are reminded to ensure that the naming of these products should reflect the true contents of the products. As ‘abalone’ commonly refers to molluscs of the genus Haliotis, it should not be used for other genius of shellfish.

4
In view of the coming festive seasons, you are advised to perform due diligence to carry out necessary checks on the labelling of such products and ensure that the naming of such products reflect the true contents of the products, as well as the basic labelling requirements of the Food Regulations as listed below.  

· Name or description of the food

· List of ingredients

· Net quantity

· Name and address of the manufacturer or importer

· Country of origin

5
Our officers will be conducting random checks in the retail market and enforcement actions will be initiated, without further notice, against those whose products do not comply with the Sale of Food Act or its Regulation.

6
You may also want to visit our website: http://www.ava.gov.sg/FoodSector/FoodLabelingAdvertisement/ for more information on the labelling requirements of food products or contact Ms Tan Yi Ling at Tel: 6325 8556 or Ms Neo Mui Lee at Tel: 6325 8551 for further enquiry.
Yours faithfully
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TAN HENG PIU

FOOD CONTROL DIVISION

FOOD & VETERINARY ADMINISTRATION

for DIRECTOR-GENERAL

AGRI-FOOD & VETERINARY AUTHORITY
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