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food bites

Agrifood Technologies Pte Ltd (ATP) was appointed by NTUC 
FairPrice to organise a workshop on the control of import and 
sale of processed food on 7 November 2007.  Targetted at 
the NTUC Fair Price suppliers, the objective of the workshop 
was to increase the suppliers’ awareness on the Agri-Food and 
Veterinary Authority’s (AVA’s) regulations governing the import 
and sale of processed food in Singapore.  

The workshop attracted interest from 57 supply companies, 
comprising  food importers, distributors and manufacturers and 
31 staff from NTUC FairPrice. Participants benefited from the 
comprehensive presentations on AVA’s regulatory controls on 
the import and sale of processed food by AVA experts. The 
topics covered included: (i) Control of Imported Processed 
Food; (ii) Labelling & Advertisement; (iii) Food Recall System; 
and (iv) Post Market Surveillance.

The Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority’s (AVA’s) CEO, Dr Chua 
Sin Bin, met up with 70 representatives from the processed food 
industry on 29 August 2007 to discuss the use of health claims.  
During the session, industry members were informed of Singapore’s 
regulatory framework and recent international developments 
on the proper use of claims in food labels and advertisements. 
The session also provided an opportunity for AVA to hear the 
industry’s views and suggestions on health claims.

At the session, Dr Chua shared on AVA’s roles in ensuring food 
safety for Singapore and in regulating the use of claims in food 
labels and advertisements, so as to ensure that claims made for 
food sold in Singapore are substantiated and do not mislead 
consumers.  He explained that the use of health claims, commonly 
understood as claims suggesting that consumption of a food can 
lead to an improved health condition, was currently not allowed in 
Singapore.  This is because there is insufficient scientific evidence 
to show that consumption of any food in itself can lead to an 
improved health condition.  The prohibition of the use of health 
claims was established based on international guidelines.

Recent Developments on the Use of Health Claims
However, in recent years, some developed countries such as 
Canada and the US have started to allow the use of claims 
describing the relationships between dietary intake of certain 
nutrients and specific diseases.  The European Union, on the 

The workshop received positive feedback from both NTUC 
FairPrice and the participants. NTUC FairPrice, in particular, 
is keen to run the workshop on a regular basis to educate its 
suppliers in ensuring compliance with AVA’s regulations on the 
import and sale of processed food.
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other hand, has recently come up with legislation which includes 
a list of nutrition and health claims, and the conditions for 
their authorisation. The Codex Alimentarius Commission, the 
international food standards setting body jointly established by 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation and the World Health 
Organisation of the United Nations, has also adopted a new set 
of Guidelines for Use of Nutrition and Health Claims.

In view of the latest international developments and move 
towards providing health advice to consumers in food labels 
and advertisements so as to promote healthier dietary patterns, 
Dr Chua concluded by informing participants that AVA would 
be reviewing current regulations on the use of health claims in 
Singapore.  For a start, an expert committee will be formed to 
review and make recommendations on improving the existing 
framework.  The expert committee will also look into the 
development of a set of guidelines on the use of health claims, 
for consideration by AVA.

With active participation and discussion from the floor, this 
session proved to be fruitful and beneficial for the attendees. 

Dialogue session drew a strong crowd from Singapore’s processed food industry
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ATP Helps Aceh Restore Shrimp Farming Industry
AgriFood Technologies Pte Ltd (ATP) successfully completed a project to reconstruct 

a shrimp hatchery and grow-out ponds for a government fisheries school in Banda Aceh Regency, 
Aceh Province, Indonesia. This project is sponsored by Network Indonesia. 

Prawn Farming… 
Reconstructed
2. In co-operation with Aceh officers from 

the Provincial Marine and Fisheries Agency 
of Nanggore Aceh Darussalam and the 
fisheries school, construction of a shrimp 
hatchery and ponds commenced

3. Aceh officer in consultation with ATP 
consultants

4. Newly constructed shrimp grow-out ponds 
located beside the shrimp hatchery

5. Plankton culture ponds in the shrimp 
hatchery ready for operation

6.	The newly completed shrimp hatchery and 
	 ponds was jointly opened on 6 September 
	 2007 by (from left to right) Mr Mudasyah A. 
	 Pi, Head of Fisheries School; Dr Sunoto, 
	 Director of Indonesian Ministry of Marine 
	 Affairs and Fisheries; Mr Zulkifli Baharudin, 

Guest-of-Honour from Network Indonesia; 
and Mr Razali, Chairman, Provincial Marine 
and Fisheries Agency of Nanggore Aceh 
Darussalam

7. 	ATP consultants with key Aceh officers 
responsible for the successful construction 
of the shrimp hatchery and ponds
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In the aftermath 
of the Tsunami … 
1. The shrimp production industry in Banda Aceh 

was completely wiped out by the Tsunami. 
Damage to shrimp farms along the coastal 
areas was extremely widespread and severe.
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