














AT THEIR DESKS AND AT THEIR BEST

Our officers at their desk, and in the laboratories and veterinary centres — several were built during the 1960s and 1970s to
improve agriculture, animal husbandry, and veterinary public health. Besides performing administrative tasks, our officers
also conducted enrichment programmes for their colleagues and farmers. All were also very involved in work improvement
projects, national campaigns and building camaraderie.
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At work in the
Primary Production
Department
Headquarters at
Upper Pickering
Street.

<« Mr Koh Boon Liang (now AVAs Deputy Director for the
Inspection Division of Quarantine & Inspection Department)
working at the meat technology unit’s laboratory.

Our officers took farmers on A
study tours to various farms in
the early 1960s.

At the Animal Nutrition Laboratory, chemical analyses
of feed were carried out for quality control and
research work in animal nutrition.
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At their best: The good
work done by our officers
are showcased in public
exhibitions such as the
Singapore Agricultural
Show in the 1960s.




The Central Veterinary Laboratory provided
diagnostic services for the detection and
identification of diseases in animals and birds, as well
as for quality control of vaccines. Photographed here,
a post-mortem on a pig and vaccine test on eggs.
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Sale of insecticides at the Thomson
Agricultural Extension & Veterinary
Centre during an exhibition.
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Mr Yusof bin Ali from the Fisheries Division
delivering project details by his Work
Improvement Team (WIT) named Manners

in 1985. WITs identify work areas that need

V improvement and implement necessary changes.

A briefing on import/export documentation and A
procedures conducted in 1985 to ensure that
staff were adequately prepared to cope with the
———————— significant rise in imports.
Our staff performing
a song at an Annual
Party in 1991.
>
Dr Ngiam Tong Tau
speaking at the
closing ceremony of
the Speak Mandarin
Campaign in 1985.




WORKING IN A FAST-CHANGING
FARMING LANDSCAPE

Singapore’s farming landscape went through radical changes from the 1960s. Our officers played a critical role in seeing

the primary industry through this evolution, and found themselves working in vastly different agricultural environments
through these decades.
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Research on poultry rearing at
Sembawang Field Experimental Station.
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Our officer Mr Lim Kian Haw explaining
the functions of a cesspit at the
Demonstration Farm in Lim Chu Kang.

Vaccination of pigs against diseases at the large pig
farming estate in Punggol in the 1970s: Such intensive
production enabled Singapore to maintain self-sufficiency
in the production pork at 104%. Our officers no longer
had to brace the occupational hazard of being chased
over the fence by grouchy boars.
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Farm licensing was introduced in 1968 to provide data on Singapore’s
agriculture structure. The information allowed the government to formulate

policies and plans to further develop intensive farming and optimise limited
land resources.
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Many farmers in the 1960s were
engaged in market gardening of
vegetables - a relatively small-scale
production of cash crops often sold
directly to consumers and restaurants.

Our officers not only made farm visits for
checks and surveys in the 1960s. With their
van-loads of supplies, they also conducted
animal vaccinations, and sold fortified dry
sludge and veterinary drugs to farmers.
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AVA: BORN WITH A TALL ORDER

AVA was born on 1 April 2010 as a statutory board with greater autonomy and flexibility to better respond to the challenges
faced by the food and agriculture industry. Following this, a few world-class facilities were built with a tall order to ensure a
resilient supply of safe food, safeguard animal and plant health, and protect animal welfare.
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The Marine Aquaculture Centre, located on St
John's Island, was built at a cost of $33 million.
Its major R&D programmes are targeted at
large-scale hatchery and fish farming, using
state-of-the-art R&D facilities that are the first of
its kind in the region. Most of the facilities were
in operation by the end of 2002.
/.
The Veterinary Public
Health Laboratory
moved into the new
Veterinary Public
Health Centre, which
was officially opened
in 2004. Located at 10
Perahu Road, the hi-tech
laboratories are capable )

of detecting a wide
range of food-borne Since 2002, AVA has been A
hazards, especially those conducting exercises to test
that are of current and our operational readiness to
emerging importance. P> deal with bird flu outbreaks.
Code-named “Ex Gallus”, the
exercise involves hundreds of
AVA personnel, officers from
other statutory boards, as well
as external cullers from cleaning
and construction companies.

In 2005, the Animal and Plant Health Centre
officially opened at its new premises in the Lim
Chu Kang Agri-Bio Park. It houses both the
Central Veterinary Laboratory and Plant Health
Laboratory. The centre conducts laboratory tests
to detect and identify diseases in animals, birds
and fish. It also performs diagnostic tests for plant
v pests, diseases and nutritional problems.
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AVA signed an MOU in 2001 with the Riau
Government of Indonesia to transfer our vegetable
farming expertise and post-harvest technology to
Indonesian farmers. The success positioned Sumatra
as a viable alternative source of green vegetables
and enhances our food supply resilience.




<

Welcome to AVA: Our inception party on

1 April 2000 featured three cakes tailor-

baked into shapes of the "AVA" letters.
>

The first Responsible Pet Ownership
Roadshow was held in 2004 and remains as
one of the most important annual events in

AVA's calendar. Every year, the AVA family
spends immense efforts to put up a good
show and educate the public on how to take
care of their pets or how to decide whether
they should get a pet.
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The Sembawang Animal Quarantine Station
provides quarantine for imported dogs and cats.
This is to ensure that exotic diseases such as rabies
are not introduced into Singapore. Opened in
2007, the SAQS offers five-star accommodation for
pets.
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As part of our efforts to enhance A
food supply resilience, a public
education programme was launched
in 2008. The programme encourages
> the use of frozen meat, which is as

Our community outreach programmes include promoting food good as the chilled form, costs less
safety and responsible pet ownership messages. An otter named and has a longer shelf life.
Oscar became AVA's food safety mascot, and can be spotted at the

regular food safety events and roadshows we organise.
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