Vegetables from Malaysia

In the last few days, there has been a spate of press reports in Malaysia that Singapore authorities prevented the entry of vegetable lorries from Malaysia into Singapore. We wish to highlight the following facts:  

2)
AVA did not prevent the entry of any vegetable lorries from Malaysia into Singapore. 

3)
The reporter from Berita Harian, Malaysia, did not contact AVA for comments.  He did not email to AVA either. However, Mr Goh Shih Yong, Corporate Communications Manager of AVA managed to contact Mr Ghazali of Berita Harian, Malaysia on 2 May 2002.  According to Mr Ghazali, he had tried emailing to AVA's website.  Our AVA's website did not indicate any email from Berita Harian, Malaysia.

4)
Vegetables were mainly imported from Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Thailand and USA.  Any country can supply its vegetables to Singapore provided that they comply with AVA’s pesticide residue requirements.

5)
To import vegetables into Singapore, importers are required to apply and obtain an import permit from AVA for every shipment. These permits are only issued to traders who are licensed by AVA.  Without a valid AVA permit, no consignment can be imported into Singapore. 

6)
AVA has in place an effective and thorough food safety programme to ensure that imported vegetables are safe for consumption.  Imports of vegetables are systematically sampled for inspection and laboratory testing at the AVA's Veterinary Public Health Laboratory.  The samples are collected when the vegetables arrive at the Singapore's Pasir Panjang Vegetable Wholesale Centre. 

7)
AVA tests for pesticides in accordance with international recognised protocols and adopts Maximum Residue Limits prescribed by Codex Alimentarius Commission, the international food safety agency and the Food Regulations of Singapore.

8)
The intensity of inspection on a particular vegetable is based on its history of violation with regards to pesticide residues.  AVA focuses its inspection effort on vegetables, which tend to have residue problems.  Vegetable consignments that fail to meet food safety standards will be destroyed under AVA's supervision and thus prevented from reaching the consumer. 

9)
Enforcement action will be taken against importers who fail to submit their consignments for inspection when they are directed to do so.  In addition, importers found bringing in undeclared or suspended vegetables are fined and their affected vegetable consignments seized and destroyed by AVA.

10)
Relevant authorities in Malaysia and Singapore update each other continuously on their pesticide residue limits and control measures. In addition to the annual bilateral meetings, both Malaysia and Singapore participate actively in an ASEAN effort to harmonise pesticide residue limits among ASEAN member countries. 

11)
Initially, Malaysian vegetables had a serious problem with pesticide residues.  Up to 65% of the 22 types of problematic vegetables were rejected regularly.  However, AVA worked closely with the Department of Agriculture (DOA), Department of Health (DOH) and the vegetable growers associations in Malaysia to address the issue.  Through this concerted and collaborative effort, significant improvements in the Malaysian vegetables have been achieved. The rejection rate of problematic vegetables has been reduced to below 5%. The volume of Malaysian vegetables destroyed for pesticide residue violation has steadily declined from 92 tonnes in 1999 to 48 tonnes in 2000, 36 tonnes in 2001 and 4.6 tonnes in the first four months of 2002. 

12)
AVA provides weekly feedback to our Malaysian counterparts for their follow-up on farms/exporters whose vegetables were found to contain excessive pesticide residues. We are satisfied that the majority of the Malaysian growers are capable of producing safe and wholesome vegetables for export to Singapore. 

13)
AVA will continue to maintain this close working relationship with our Malaysian counterparts in  ensuring that vegetables from Malaysia are safe for consumption. As part of our ongoing cooperation, AVA had a bilateral meeting with DOA, DOH and FAMA (Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority) in January this year and met up with the Johore vegetable growers in February 2002. 
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