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AVA manages the free-roaming chicken population for public health and safety
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AVA concerned about bird flu risk,
not noise of chickens

We thank all writers who have
shared their views on the
management of free-roaming
chickens, and would like to clarify
the Agri-food and Veterinary
Authority’s position on the matter.

One of AVA's responsibilitiesis to
ensure that Singapore is kept free
from animal diseases that pose a
threat to public health.

Inthis regard, AVAneeds tocarry
out surveillance work to detect and
control diseases early.

Thereis clear scientific evidence
that chickens are very susceptible to
the bird fluvirus and can, in turn,
transmit the disease to humans. This
was indeed whathappened when
the region was struck with bird fluin
2004.

That is why the World Animal
Health Organisationand Food and
Agriculture Organisation in 2004
specifically mentioned the need to
manage free-range chickens, so as
to control bird flu at source.

Keeping poultryinabio-secured
environment is one of the measures
recommended.

The risk of free-roaming chickens
in Singapore being exposed to bird
fluisreal and significant, as we are
one of the stopover nodes for
migratory wild birds. Hence, these
chickens can catch the disease
through direct contact with wild
birds orthrough their droppings.

Inarecent birdfluoutbreakin
Denmark, investigations found that
the outbreak started because of

D

contact between wild birdsand
free-roaming chickens.

There have alsobeen cases of bird
fluoutbreaks around the world
where human infection was linked
todirector indirect exposure to
infected poultry.

The various media reports may
have given the impression that AVA
is takingaction solely because of
complaintsof noise. Butthatisnot
the case.

AVA’s concern is not about noise
butabout public health and safety.
The noise issues only serve to bring
attention to the relatively high
numbers offree-roaming chickens
incertain areas, which in turn raise
the exposure risk to bird fluin these
localities.

Werecognise the views expressed
bydifferent stakeholders and will
continue to explore variousoptions
tomanage the free-roaming chicken
population in Singapore.

Weare also continuing our
research studies on the risks ofa
bird flu outbreak in Singapore, to
better understand how the disease
may start and spread through the
free-roaming chicken population
here,and what measures are needed
toreduce public health risks.

Weseek the understanding of all
Singaporeans as we go about this
workto keep our nationand our
people safe.

Yap HimHoo (Dr)
Director-General
Agri-foodand Veterinary Authority
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Chickens culled
because of bird-flu

risk, not noise: AVA

SINGAPORE - It is not complaints of
noise, but the risk of exposure to bird
flu that prompted the Agri-Food &
Veterinary Authority of Singapore
(AVA) to cull free-roaming chickens

in areas where there are “relatively
high numbers” of them, the authority
said yesterday in a letter to TODAY's
Voices page.

Dr Yap Him Hoo, director-general
of the AVA, said, “The noise issues on-
ly serve to bring attention to the rela-
tively high numbers of free-roaming
chickenin certain areas, whichin turn
raise the exposure risk to bird flu in
these localities.” He added that “vari-
ous media reports” may have given
the impression that the AVA is taking
action solely because of complaints of
noise, but that is not the case.

It was reported early this month
that the AVA had put down the chick-
ens around Thomson View and Blocks
452 to 454 Sin Ming Avenue, after re-
ceiving 20 complaints from residents
last vear, most of them related to
noise.

Dr Yap =said that the risk of free-
roaming chickens being exposed to
bird flu is significant here, because
Singapore is one of the stopover nodes
for migratory wild birds: “This means
that the chickens on our island can
catch the disease through direct con-
tact with wild birds or even through
their droppings ... There is clear sci-
entific evidence that chickens are very
susceptible to the bird-flu virus, and
(they) can in turn transmit the dis-
ease to humans. This was indeed what
happened when the region was struck
with bird flu in 2004."
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