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Feeding of wildlife causes host of problems
We thank Mr Lee Chiu San for his letter (Feeding wild animals will
cultivate love for nature; July 20).
The National Parks Board (NParks) and Agri-Food & Veterinary
Authority of Singapore (AVA) agree that it is important to promote
greater interest and appreciation for nature and wildlife.
However, we advise the public not to feed wildlife as it can have
adverse effects on humans, animals and the ecological balance.
Feeding alters the natural behaviour of wildlife and makes them
reliant on humans for food.
In turn, they may associate humans as food providers and have an
increased propensity to approach humans.
This may lead to them becoming a nuisance and displaying aggressive
behaviour towards people.
Feeding wildlife with processed foods can cause health problems as
the food is not suitable for them.
Wildlife may also lose their natural foraging skills and struggle to
survive in their natural environment when there is no readily available
food source.
Furthermore, many animals fulfil ecological roles, such as pollinators
and seed dispersers, and these processes may be disrupted when they
rely on humans for food instead.
The population and distribution of wildlife is regulated through the
resources available in the natural environment.

Feeding causes an artificial increase in food which may result in an
unnatural and unsustainable increase in populations.
This may in turn contribute to increased human-wildlife conflict and
also upsets the ecological balance.
NParks works closely with the community on long-term nature
conservation efforts, including habitat protection, habitat
enhancement and species recovery.
Planting of diverse native species to restore the forest habitats will
sustain our rich biodiversity in an ecologically-balanced manner, and
help our native species adapt to environmental changes.
NParks also organises activities and programmes that allow the public
to interact responsibly with nature and help foster a love for our
environment.
Some examples include guided walks, bird-watching, and citizen
science programmes. To grow our City in a Garden, we will continue
to encourage more Singaporeans to be stewards and custodians of our
natural heritage, and to coexist harmoniously with wildlife.
We advise the public not to approach, disturb, feed or try to catch
wildlife. It is best to leave them to forage in their natural ecosystems.
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